We are pleased in this issue to present extended and enhanced versions of four award-nominated papers from the 2016 ACM/IEEE-CS Joint Conference on Digital Libraries (JCDL '16). JCDL '16 was held on the campus of Rutgers University-Newark and is the sixteenth in the series of conferences jointly sponsored by the Association for Computing Machinery and the IEEE Computer Society. The location is particularly notable since it also was one of the homes of one of the two conference series that merged to create JCDL-the IEEE-CS Advances in Digital Libraries. (The other conference was ACM Digital Libraries.) Thus, JCDL '16 reflects both the enormous advancement adoption and that have occurred to date in digital libraries, but also the novel, multidisciplinary, and dynamic research issues that they continue to engender.
JCDL can lay claim to being the preeminent academic conference for digital library research and so the papers in this issue reflect the best of what already is a highly selective group. JCDL papers are submitted in complete and finished form and are evaluated carefully by the conference's program committee. Only 29% of the full paper submissions were selected for inclusion in the conference. A smaller group of papers were identified from the conference's papers as candidates for one of the conference's two full paper awards-papers selected either were specifically recommended by program committee members and/or were ones receiving the most positive reviews. Those authors were then invited to submit extended versions of their contributions to this journal. These submissions were reviewed again using the normal procedures of the journal, a process potentially requiring revision and re-review, and ultimately were accepted for publication.
The four papers that were accepted for inclusion in this issue are: 
